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President’s Letter 
 
SBARC members,  
 

Fall is here and we are starting the 4th quarter of 2022. Let’s make it a good one for the SBARC. I really want 
to encourage every member to think about participating. At our picnic, on September 17th at De Portola Park, 
we had a small group of 8 members. This was a little disappointing due to the efforts involved to assemble 
this event. We all have busy lives and different priorities, I just ask that you support the club when you 
can.  We now have an opportunity to hold a holiday banquet. This is made possible due to our new associa-
tion with the Community Christian Church in San Pedro. The church has a nice meeting room and kitchen. I 
will be promoting this holiday event opportunity to the council. These past banquets have been enjoyable and 
I am hoping we can again bring it back.  
  
Club officer positions, this is another important club participation need to keep the club going forward. We 
need your ideas and efforts to keep the club activates going. The election is in November. Let one of us know 
if you would like to get on the slate. Let us know if you have any questions.    
 

The club operated swap meet spot at TRW/NG has done pretty well. The money raised helps fund the basic 
needs of the club. But our swap meet runs on volunteers. And, that’s why I am asking for your participation 
with the swap meet. It’s a 7am to 11am event. Yes, there is the equipment pickup and the unsold items return 
time. But it’s also good social event with the opportunity to meet many hams from the region. Yeah, I have 
found it hard to believe how far people, including vendors, drive to participate at the TRW/NG swap meet. I 
sometimes I find it unreal how big a load (large truck!) of surplus items or as many would say junk is driven 
to the swap meet. I encourage you to come see for yourself and help us out. If you have items that you’d like 
to part with, let the club try selling them at the swap meet; the club takes only a small portion of the sale… 
it’s a win-win; you get rid of some stuff, make some cash and the club gets a little funds to use for club activi-
ties! 
 

Ballooning activities, this is one of the activities that sets our club apart. Its’s a unique activity and always 
makes for an interesting update, either here or in more real time on our repeater. Tom KI6RC and Bruce 
KK6BJ have a short list of balloon successes and failures. We have included Tom’s latest ballooning sum-
mary update in this Arc-Over. It’s a learning adventure one balloon at a time… And as trivial as flying a bal-
loon may sound, to be successful there is a lot of technical details to learn.  
 

The speaker for the October meeting will be Marcel Stieber, AI6MS. Marcel will speak to us about lithium 
battery technologies. I think this is an important topic being that lithium batteries have found their way into 
many electronic products. Lithium batteries have been associated with a reputation of catching fire. This is 
why I think it’s important for us ham to understand the applications and charging of lithium batteries. We will 
meet on Zoom or in person at the Community Christian Church on October 20th. I hope to see you in person. 
It was good to see eight of you in person for the last meeting at the church. You should receive a Zoom link a 
day before the meeting. If not you can use a meeting invite from a prior month. The club general meeting 
Zoom links have not been changed.   
 

We are now partnering with the TRW club to hold VE sessions at the “S” building cafeteria. Betty N6VZF is 
leading the clubs VE program. VE testing and the swap meet are a convenient combination. Contact Betty to 
volunteer or for test information.  
 

As a reminder for October, we have the club meeting on October 20th, the council meeting October 26th, and 
the TRW/NGC swap meet on October 29th.   
 

Since we have moved to a quarterly Arc-Over publication, monitor your email for meeting and club activity 
announcements. Stay tuned and lets us know what you would like to see happening with your club.  

 
73’s…  
 

Scott-N6LEM  



 Page 3 ARCOVER October—December 2022 

  

President:  
Scott –N6LEM,  
310-530-9889; scottsimpson126 (gmail) 
 

Vice President and Secretary:  
Joe -WB6MYD,  
310-328-0817; wb6myd (gmail) 
 

Treasurer:  
Joe -WB6MYD,  
310-328-0817; wb6myd (gmail) 

October: 
 

6th: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

13th: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

20th: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm 
 

27th: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

29th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

November: 
 

3rd: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

10th: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

17th: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm 
 

24th: The Net* @7:30pm 
 

26th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

December: 
 

1st: The Net* @ 7:30pm 
 

8th: The Net* @ 7:30pm 
 

15th: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm 
 

22nd: The Net* @ 7:30pm 
 

24th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

29th: The Net* @ 7:30pm 
 
*Join us on the W6SBA  224.38  192.8pl 
repeater for our SBARC Thursday night 
net. 
 
Club newsletter is only published quarterly, the 
Club meeting presentations for May and June will 
be announced via a weekly email or during the 
Thursday Night Net. 

Council: 
Betty –N6VZF,   
310-545-6422; n6vzf  (arrl dot net) 
 

Council:  
Greg-WQ9P,  
310-702-9312; wq9p (arrl dot net) 
 

Council: 
Paul -KF5PPF,  
832-423-8845; pdmakinen (gmail) 

mailto:n6vzf@arrl.net
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October 20, 2022, meeting presentation 
by Marcel – AI6MS on “Everything you 
need to know about Lithium Batter-
ies”.  
 

Marcel, Extra class licensee, from San 
Jose at present was licensed in 2008 
while an Electrical Engineering student 
at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. He is 
heavily involved with the Cal Poly ARC 
–W6BHZ and Cupertino ARES as an 
Advisor and Technical Consultant. One 
of his hobbies is Tower Climbing and RF 
consultant for local repeater and ARES 
groups. In his daytime job, he helps   
design battery systems for consumer 
electronic devices and has been build-
ing his own battery packs for several 
years. More info may be found at 
https://www.qrz/db/ai6ms 
 

Please be sure to mark your calendar 
and reserve yourself a spot at our meet-
ing location at the church or join us on 
Zoom. Joe-WB6MYD will provide the 
link for you to join on Zoom or join us at 
the church. This will be an in-person 
meeting for the second time since the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

South Bay ARC elections will be held at our 
November meeting. 
 

We have two Council members willing to con-
tinue for 2023. We need at least one other to 
join the Council, preferably two. 
 

Wonder what elected officers of the South Bay 
ARC do? President, as in any organization 
oversees the operation of the club. Vice Presi-
dent steps in when the President is unable and 
handles membership stuff.  Treasurer deals 
with the financial aspects and the Secretary 
takes minutes and sends out communications 
to club members.  Council members provide 
suggestions and vote on club matters. 
 

No club runs by itself. It takes the efforts of 
many folks. This is your club so please consid-
er being on the Council.   Contact me or Scott 
if you want more info. 
 

Joe, WB6MYD 

October—December 2022 
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Summer Balloon Update 
 
At the end of my last update, we were just about to launch 
the new QRP Labs U4B Tiny Transmitter under one of the ex-
pensive SBS13 balloons. We launched it on July 17th with 
high hopes that, because of its light weight, this one would go 
very far but again it was a short flight. It quit transmitting 
over Ojai after only 2 hours and 35 minutes. We’re not sure 
what happened but the SBS13 balloons are notoriously unreli-
able and we still had one left. 
 

So, on July 30th we launched the last SBS13 balloon with a 
heavier ZachTek transmitter which transmitted on 20 & 30 
meters. It was a beautiful morning with almost no wind and 
the balloon went straight up but after 3 hours and 9 minutes 
came down in Santa Monica Bay about 25 miles from the 
launch point. That’s the end of the SBS13 tests. They are too 
expensive and too unreliable. 
 

Bruce, KK6BJ, got fired up and found some clear plastic, less expensive balloons 
made in Japan by the Yokohama Company. These new balloons are sort of like the 
Chinese BOBO balloons but much better made and a little larger. Like the Bobo bal-
loons these needed to be pre-stretched and then deflated before filling with hydro-
gen. Putting the solar panel on the little U4B transmitter and rigging it below the 
balloon took some time as well, but on August 6th we launched it from my drive-
way. It reached float altitude of 43,000 feet and crossed the country in two days. 
This was looking much better. Two days later it was half-way across the Atlantic 
when it suddenly reversed course and flew back to the North Carolina coast, turned 
south to Florida and then across Cuba. Finally, it decided to fly east and was last 
heard from half-way to Africa after 8 days 2 hours and 43 minutes. Each flight is dif-
ferent and the longer flights are really interesting. 

 

Well, we thought we finally knew what we were doing and on  
August 8th we launched another Yokohama balloon with a 
ZachTek transmitter. We had originally planned to launch on Au-
gust 1st but the weather was very cloudy so after I pre-stretched 
the balloon, I vacuumed out all the air and let it just relax for a 
week thinking this would not hurt it. This turned out to be a bad 
decision because when we filled it with hydrogen it quit transmit-
ting near Henderson, Nevada after only 6 hours 28 minutes prob-
ably because the balloon failed. 
 

As I write this, we have another WSPR transmitter ready to fly 
and will probably launch it next weekend, October 8th if the wind 

and weather cooperate. This will be a ZachTek transmitter on 20 & 10 meters (10 
meters is opening up according to Chuck K6CSH) with the callsign Ki6RC. Listen for 
the launch on the repeater at around 9 or 9:30 Saturday morning. 73 
 

Tom Ki6RC 
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Amateur Radio Helps Disabled Sailboat to Port 
ARRL.com 09/15/2022 
 

On September 7, 2022, Jeanne (Jan) Socrates, 
VE0JS/MM / KC2IOV, and her sailboat, the 
SV Nereida, set sail from Cape Flattery, the 
northwesternmost point of the contiguous US. 
She was on her way to visit friends in San 
Francisco, California, but 2 days of 35 knot 
winds and storms left her sailboat disabled 
and her onboard radio equipment marginally 
operational. Amateur operators in New Mexi-
co, California, and Canada, and members of 
Group 7.155 heard her requests for assistance. 
 

Gil Gray, N2GG, was able to contact Socrates on 40 
meters. "Her power was extremely low, and she was unable to communicate on 14.300 MHz 
to notify the monitoring group on that frequency," said Gray. "She needed help with wind and 
sea conditions, and tidal data for San Francisco Bay," he added. 
 

Low-power output on the HF radio made it very difficult to get Q5 copy, which would typical-
ly be Q2 or Q3. With the help of several software-defined radio (SDR) operators in Utah, Cali-
fornia, and Maui, Hawaii, they were able to glean enough copy to understand her situation and 
answer questions for her navigation. 
 

Gray; Jonathan Ayers, AI6NA, and Edwin E. Jenkins, K6EXY, are all experienced sailors. 
They were able to make periodic contact with Socrates and give her updated wind reports. 
Their last contact was on Monday, September 12, at 11:00 AM (MSDT). By this time, Socra-
tes was sailing with only the forward sail on her 38-foot sloop. Fortunately, a "following wind" 
kept her moving without a mainsail. As she approached the Golden Gate Bridge, Socrates was 
able to use the tidal information passed on by amateur radio operators to make it safely to 
Berkeley Marina in San Francisco Bay.  
 

"I wouldn't call it a rescue," said Socrates, "just good amateur radio assistance -- and I'm grate-
ful for their help." 
 

Socrates is 81 years old and the oldest person to have ever sailed around the world unassisted. 
Once her sailboat is repaired, she will sail again, not for records, but for the enjoyment of sail-
ing the high seas. 
 

Her situation is one of three events in early September in which amateur radio was able to pro-
vide emergency assistance. 
 

More information about Socrates is available on her Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/SV-Nereida-243122859725372
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Amateur Radio Makes the Connection to Save Lives in Wisconsin and Idaho 
ARRL.com 09/09/2022 

 

The following two rescue stories are great examples of why amateur radio is important. The first story oc-
curred in Wisconsin and is told by ARRL member Scott Strecker, KG9IV. In his own words, Strecker shares 
how he was able to help a ham in distress. Thanks to the Chippewa Valley Amateur Radio Club in Wiscon-
sin, an ARRL Affiliated Club, for this information. 
 

"It was Friday, September 2, 2022, which meant I worked from my home office. I have the VHF radios on 
low to monitor them in the background. Recently, I got into the Allstar node with a hotspot. I use it to moni-
tor the FM38 systems (Allstar 2495) in the southern [part] of Wisconsin. 
 

At about 7:45 AM, I heard the Allstar node come up. An individual in distress was asking for assistance to 
get an ambulance to him. It was a ham in Brown Deer, Wisconsin. He had slipped on his bathroom floor and 
went down so hard he could not get up, but he happened to have his handheld with him (don't we all). He did 
not have access [to the] phone, and he lived alone. 
 

[I called the] Brown Deer police call center. The dispatcher got the fire department rolling and then started 
asking me for more details. I had the dispatcher on speaker phone, and he could hear the hams' responses to 
the questions. Being on a handheld and [lying] prone, the signal was, at times, noisy. At that time, both the 
other ham and I used ITU phonetics to get the exact info out. All those times practicing on the ARES® nets 
made it second nature. The dispatcher was also able to understand the info without my having to repeat it. 
It felt good to help out. I also realized it was due to my monitoring that I was able to hear his call. If you are 
not participating in the weekly local ARES net, I would encourage you to do so when you can." 
 

In addition to Strecker's story, newly licensed amateur radio operators Shannon Vore, KK7GVG, and CJ 
Bouchard, KK7GNG, also shared a rescue story. On September 3, 2022, in the Rocky Mountains in north-
west Idaho, they were out for a weekend of four-wheeling in their Jeep. The area is an extremely mountain-
ous region with no towns, very few people, no facilities, and no cell phone coverage. The nearest airfield is 
Horse Haven Trail, an unimproved dirt strip that's severely eroded and covered with rocks and debris. 
At about 4:30 PM, Vore and Bouchard were taking a break when an approaching truck notified them of an 
ATV accident involving two teenage girls. The accident scene was just a few miles away, and when they 
arrived it was clear the teenagers were critically injured. Bouchard was unable to contact several local re-
peaters, but was finally able to make contact using a simplex frequency (146.420 MHz) that's popular with 
the hams in Coeur d'Alene, 20 miles from the accident site. 
 

While Bouchard and an off-duty Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) were administrating medical aid to 
the teenagers, Vore took over radio operations. The call for emergency assistance was picked up by local 
amateur radio operator John Tappero, K7JNT, who immediately called 911 and asked that 146.420 MHz be 
used only for emergency traffic. For nearly 2 hours, Vore and Tappero provided relay between the 911 dis-
patcher, advising the condition of the injured and the approaching weather. Life Flight Network was unable 
to respond because of a severe thunderstorm immediately over the rescue site. 
 

Two teams of EMT's were dispatched, but due to the mountains and the storm, they couldn't communicate 
with dispatch. Tappero continued to provide relay information for all parties until 6:00 PM, when the EMT's 
arrived. The teenagers were in stable condition and immediately transported to the nearest hospital. Today, 
they're in good condition and recovering. 
 

"It took us about 2 days to wind down from the experience," said Vore. "We are both glad we had our ama-
teur radio licenses and were able to help." 
 

Bouchard said that they had been using radios on the General Mobile Radio System (GMRS), but have since 
upgraded their licenses for more operating privileges. "Because the area signals were not good, it was diffi-
cult to communicate," he continued. "So, we studied, took our exams, and are now looking forward to much 
more amateur radio opportunities." 
  

Both Vore and Bouchard are now looking to join a local amateur radio club and become involved in the 
ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Services® (ARES®). 



CLUB SERVICES 

Awards Manager (HF/VHF) Cliff - K6LH 

Health & Welfare Joe - WB6MYD 

Swap Meet Chair TBD 

VE Test Liaison & 
Sessions 

Betty Barch-N6VZF  
N6VZF@arrl.net 
(310) 545-6422 

Webmaster TBD 

Editor Glenda - KF6QFE 
Glenda.simpson@hotmail.com 

Proofreader Scott - N6LEM 

CALENDAR 
 

Council Meeting - 4th Wednesday of the month 
                               Call Joe - WB6MYD (310) 328-0817 
 

Club Meeting -     3rd Thursday of the month 
                               @ 7:30 p.m. 

           
Club Nets -       W6SBA WEEKLY NET 
        Every Thursday @7:30pm 
       (except the night of club meetings) 
                                PVUSD EMERGENCY NET  
                                1st Tuesday of the month  
                                09:30 Hours on the W6SBA repeater 
  

TRW Swap Meet  Last Saturday of the month 
 

VE Sessions -   Contact Betty, N6VZF, with questions  
(sessions are held on the Northrop Grumman Campus) 

Social Event  -  Contact: Joe WB6MYD 
                      Phone: (310) 328-0817 
                      jmlanphen@gmail.com 

 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club Repeater 
 

224.38 MHz ·PL - 192.8 Hz Offset  -1.6 MHz  
(See Calendar for Weekly Net Times) 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 536 

Torrance, CA 90508 
W6SBA@arrl.net 

Website: http://www.w6sba.org 

 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club 
Post Office Box 536 
Torrance, CA 90508-0536 

W6SBA 

Address Correction Requested 

TO: 

A COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION 

Via Zoom 
(look for email invite from 

jmlanphen@gmail.com a few days before) 

 


