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SBARC members, 
 

This is our third quarter version 2022 of the ARC-Over. Since last time, April 23 we had a  
picnic at De Portola Park. Was good to see people in person. Tim KI6BGE brought out a FT-
897 and portable antenna. We discovered a PTT transmit problem. It was odd because the    
radio was changing frequency when the PTT was pressed. This turned out to be a good field 
day introduction to the FT-897. As Tim offered his equipment for field day. So the radio’s 
PTT was a concern. I took a look at it the week before field day to find out the microphone 
was the wrong model for the radio. That turned out to be an easy fix available at HRO. We’re 
looking forward to more in person gathering when and where possible. I haven’t heard about 
any more coffee meet ups at El Prado park. Maybe the weather is too hot now. For more on 
field day and potential meeting location, read on… 
 

And then there’s the balloonery as Tom KI6RC terms it. Tom KI6RC and Bruce KK6BJ have 
a short list of balloon successes and failures. We have included Tom’s latest ballooning sum-
mary update in this Arc-Over. It’s a learning adventure one balloon at a time… 
 

Field Day this year was a small operation but enjoyable for those that attended. What made it 
different was the location. We were able to use the grounds of the Community Christian 
Church in San Pedro. Its location is a west on Summerland from Western. There is good ele-
vation with a view of Los Angeles to San Diego. As mentioned earlier we ran Tim’s radio 
gear. Some learning curve existed and the contact numbers were limited. But beneficial in  
other ways, learning the setup and the location. This church is amiable to letting us use the  
location for our monthly meeting. Our thought are to do hybrid meeting, in person and on 
Zoom. I know there is concern with the location due to the distance for some of our members. 
I think it’s worth a try because it’s very difficult finding a suitable meeting location. The 
church is asking for some help establishing an amateur station on site. This looks for the most 
part of providing advice. We are still in the early stages of determining our commitment as 
they have asked us to sign a facility rental form with no fees. The council will follow up on 
the agreement details.  See some pictures on page 5. 
 

At the time of this writing, we do not have a July speaker booked. But we will meet as usual 
on Zoom July 21. It’s not a trivial task getting speakers. Zoom has allowed us to tap into a 
bigger pool of talent. The club officers really try to provide interesting meeting content. You 
should receive a Zoom link a day before the meeting. If not use one from a prior month. The 
club general meeting Zoom links have not changed. 
In July, we have the club meeting on July 21st, the council meeting July 27th, and the TRW/
NGC swap meet on July 30th. We are back in business at the swap meet. Paul KF5PPF has 
been able to pick up the swap meet duties. I think He surprised himself with his sales abilities. 
We still need new swap meet volunteers to help us keep it going forward for the club. Let us 
know if you’re interested. We are now partnering with the TRW club to hold VE sessions at 
the “S” building cafeteria. Betty N6VZF is leading the clubs VE program. VE testing and the 
swap meet, a convenient combination. 
 

Since we have moved to a quarterly Arc-Over publication, monitor your email for meeting 
and club activity announcements. Stay tuned and lets us know what you would like to see  
happening with your club. 
 

73’s… 
Scott-N6LEM 
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President:  
Scott –N6LEM,  
310-530-9889; scottsimpson126 (gmail) 
 

Vice President and Secretary:  
Joe -WB6MYD,  
310-328-0817; wb6myd (gmail) 
 

Treasurer:  
Joe -WB6MYD,  
310-328-0817; wb6myd (gmail) 

July: 
 

7th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

14th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

21st: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm  
 

28th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

30th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

August: 
 

4th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

11th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

18th: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm  
 

25th: The Net* @7:30pm  
 

27th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

September: 
 

1st: The Net* @ 7:30pm  
 

8th: The Net* @ 7:30pm  
 

15th: Zoom Club Meeting @7:30pm  
 

22nd: The Net* @ 7:30pm  
 

24th: TRW Swap Meet 7:00-11:00am 
   And V.E. session 
 

29th: The Net* @ 7:30pm  
 
*Join us on the W6SBA  224.38  192.8pl 
repeater for our SBARC Thursday night 
net. 
 
Club newsletter is only published quarterly, the 
Club meeting presentations for May and June will 
be announced via a weekly email or during the 
Thursday Night Net. 

Council: 
Betty –N6VZF,   
310-545-6422; n6vzf  (arrl dot net) 
 

Council:  
Greg-WQ9P,  
310-702-9312; wq9p (arrl dot net) 
 

Council: 
Paul -KF5PPF,  
832-423-8845; pdmakinen (gmail) 

mailto:n6vzf@arrl.net
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Balloon Update 
By Tom Ki6rc 

  
We’ve been asked to write a brief summary of the ups and downs (pun intended) of the last 10 months of 
balloon flights. As most of you know Bruce and I are addicted to the sport of Balloonery and in the previous 
10 months have launched 14 balloons since September of 2021. Some were more successful than others and 
two probably orbited the earth. I say probably and will explain that in a bit. 
 
September 2021 started out with a dud that quit over LAX just after launch! We have no idea why. 
 
In October we launched two flights using cheap Chinese balloons called Bobo’s with high hopes. The first 
made it to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada and the second with KK6BJ’s callsign did 1.9 orbits splashing 
down in the Pacific just off Mexico. We thought we had figured out a new cheap flight method. 
 
In November we flew two more Bobo’s which were slightly thicker and heavier than the previous Bobo’s 
and the first one made it only as far as the Bahamas while the second one quit transmitting just north of 
Prince Edward Island, Canada. We thought heavier BOBO’s was the problem but weren’t sure. 
 
In December we launched two more Bobo balloons and got about the same result as the previous month. 
First one was lost over the Cayman Islands and the second one failed out in the Atlantic off the Virginia 
Coast. We are seeing a pattern here, I think. 
 
In January 2022 we launched one more Bobo flight which only made it to Indiana and we were done with 
Bobo balloons. In late January we went back to Mylar balloons hoping to end the Bobo losing streak and  
using two Mylar balloons made it to Algeria in Africa in 95 hours. That was better but not a circumnaviga-
tion. 
 
In mid-February we launched two Mylar balloons taped together at the neck which quit over the Caspian Sea 
but came back to life after 13 days for one last transmission just north of Greenland! We think it probably 
circumnavigated the earth once in the dark before it made one last transmission as it drifted south towards 
Greenland where it got enough sun to transmit. But we can’t prove it! 
The second February launch was for K6HYC yacht club with two Mylar balloons that failed in the Atlantic 
just off-shore of France. 
In April we launched two Mylar balloons for Tim Ki6BGE which was a disappointing flight that made it  
only to Nebraska. 
 
June, 2022, we launched two Mylars for the Hughes Club and it went down in Northern Nevada probably in 
a storm front. 
 
Finally in July we changed transmitters to a very light QRP Labs tiny transmitter called the U4B that only 
weighs about 6 grams ready for flight including solar panel and 34 feet of 20m dipole antenna. This is about 
½ the weight of any previous WSPR transmitter. Using two Mylar balloons again it came down out in the 
Atlantic east of Nova Scotia. Putting out only 10mW of power it was received in Hawaii, Alaska, Canary 
Islands and Iceland spanning half the earth, which was amazing. 
 
As I write this, we have another QRP Labs TT (Tiny Transmitter) U4B ready to fly and will launch this one 
under a large and expensive SBS (Scientific Balloon Solutions) Hydrogen filled balloon which, if we do this 
correctly, should float at 40 to 42 thousand feet. Fingers crossed we will get it in the air on Saturday July 
16th at about 9:30 AM wind and weather permitting. The WSPR callsign is KK6B 
 
73’s from Bruce KK6BJ and Tom Ki6rc (Two hard core Balloonitics).  
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ARRL Field Day 2022: 500,000 Contacts Already Reported 
ARRL.com 07/01/2022 

2022 ARRL Field Day wrapped up nearly a week ago, and ARRL 
Headquarters has already received over 2,400 entries submitted 
via the online Field Day Entry web application. Early analysis re-
veals that most of the entrants participated as Class D -- home 
stations, and Class E -- home stations using emergency power. 

As of June 29, the breakdown of Field Day entries by Class 
showed 2,723 total entries, with 272 in Class A, 361 in Class B, 
32 in Class C (mobile), 1,524 in Class D, 484 in Class E, and 50 
in Class F. 

So far, a total of over 517,000 contacts were reported for the event and those numbers are chang-
ing daily. In 2021, there were 1.5 million contacts made during Field Day activities. 

Many participants were keeping their hopes up for better propagation, as early forecasts were look-
ing promising. ARRL Contest Program Manager Paul Bourque, N1SFE, said that propagation 
aside, there was substantial activity. "While band conditions might not have been the greatest, 
there was a good amount of activity on the bands this past weekend. Many participants seemed to 
agree that the recent rule changes, capping transmitter power output to 100 W, were a good idea," 
he said. 

Dustin Lomax, KF7FK, reported in his Soapbox comments that it was his first Field Day in which he 
used CW, adding that "CW was a fun change of pace that really helped make the most of marginal 
band conditions in WWA [Western Washington]." 

There is still plenty of time to submit your 2022 Field Day entry. Participants who submit their en-
tries using ARRL's Online Submission Form can earn 50 bonus points and will receive an email 
confirmation of their completed entry. Be sure to check the Entries Received web page to verify 
your entry's status. If it indicates "Pending documents," the required dupe sheet (or in lieu of that, a 
Cabrillo log file) or other supporting documentation of claimed bonus points is missing. 

Participants can edit or add documentation to their online submissions by using the link provided in 
the confirmation email. Field Day entries must be submitted online or postmarked no later than 
2059 UTC on July 26, 2022. 

2022 Field Day was highly promoted thanks to the efforts of many ARRL Division and Section vol-
unteers, amateur radio clubs, and their members. Many states and counties obtained special proc-
lamations from local governments designating the weekend (in some cases the whole week) as 
Field Day and Amateur Radio Week, recognizing the many contributions of amateur radio opera-
tors during emergencies and with serving their communities. 
 
ARRL treated participants with a live video stream from W1AW, its Headquarters' station, through-
out Field Day. Life Member Karl Schwab, KO8S, of Warren, Michigan, was delighted with making 
contact with W1AW during Field Day. "I heard W1AW calling CQ Field Day on 20 m SSB," wrote 
Schwab. "I responded and then heard, 'Kilo Oscar Eight Sierra, you're 5 Foxtrot Connecticut.' I re-
sponded with my report, and got in their log. ... After Field Day, and uploading my log, I went to the 
ARRL website and there I found a 4-hour video was available on YouTube, showing W1AW during 
their Field Day activities. While watching this video, at hour 2, minute 55, I heard and saw my live 
contact with them! [This] was a special moment for me. One I will never forget." A recording of the 
W1AW live stream is on ARRL's YouTube channel. 

http://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php
http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php
http://field-day.arrl.org/fdentriesrcvd.php
https://youtu.be/RN8mc3NVdwg
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FCC Legacy CORES System to be Retired 
ARRL.com 07/07/2022 
 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will retire the Legacy version of its 
COmmission REgistration System (CORES) on July 15, 2022. CORES is the FCC's 
public-facing database that enables and tracks certain types of FCC and FCC appli-
cant actions, including amateur radio applications and licenses. Its implementation 
has enabled routine amateur applications and licenses to be issued overnight instead 
of over weeks, as was the case with earlier methods. ARRL The National Association 
for Amateur Radio® advises the amateur radio community to transition to the updated 
version of CORES as soon as possible. 
 

In essence, CORES is designed to identify those who hold certain types of FCC li-
censes and FCC authorizations, including amateur licenses, and organize them in an 
easily accessible manner under a common FCC Registration Number (FRN) regard-
less of whether one holds a single such authority or thousands. The new CORES, in 
addition to assigning individual FRNs, allows holders of multiple FRNs to aggregate 
them under a single account where the licenses and authorization, fees and pay-
ments, and related actions can be administered from within the same account. 
In effect, new CORES can be conceptualized as an electronic interactive file folder. 
The updated version of CORES has been available since 2016, and now its use will 
be mandatory for all amateur licensees when submitting amateur-related applications. 
 

Starting on July 15, 2022, the Legacy CORES website will re-direct users to 
the Commission's updated CORES site. Although some functionalities in the old sys-
tem will continue to work for a short time, the FCC has urged all users to transition to 
the updated CORES system to take advantage of its enhanced security and function-
ality. 
 

Register with the FCC 
Licensees that do not already have an FCC CORES Username Account must create 
one with a unique username (a valid email address) and password. After creating the 
account, when logged in, users should associate their existing FRN or FRNs with this 
account. Instructions for doing so are on the FCC Registration Help page. One's FRN 
is printed on all current amateur applications and licenses, and will not change. FRNs 
can also be found by looking up one's call sign in the Commission's ULS (https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp) or by using the 
FCC's advanced search page. 
 

The FCC has posted Tutorial Videos to assist with the transition. ARRL VEC Manager 
Maria Somma, AB1FM, recommends viewing the videos "Getting Started With the 
New CORES," which explains how to register for a CORES Username Account, and 
"Associating an FRN to a Username," which instructs Legacy CORES users on how 
to link one or more existing FRNs to a username. FCC CORES Registration Instruc-
tions can also be found on the ARRL website. 
 

Additional information is available on the FCC website or by calling the FCC Licens-
ing Support Center at (877) 480-3201, Option 4, and on the FCC's e-support page. 

https://apps.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://www.fcc.gov/licensing-databases/commission-registration-system-fcc
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/publicHome.do?help=true
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/advancedSearch.do?csfrToken=
https://www.fcc.gov/licensing-databases/fcc-registration-system-cores/commission-registration-system-video-tutorials
https://www.arrl.org/fcc-cores-registration-instructions
https://www.arrl.org/fcc-cores-registration-instructions
https://www.fcc.gov/licensing-databases/commission-registration-system-fcc
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/available-support-services


CLUB SERVICES 

Awards Manager (HF/VHF) Cliff - K6LH 

Health & Welfare Joe - WB6MYD 

Swap Meet Chair Chuck-K6CSH. and  
Bill-KQ6Z  

VE Test Liaison & 
Sessions 

Betty Barch-N6VZF  
N6VZF@arrl.net 
(310) 545-6422 

Webmaster TBD 

Editor Glenda - KF6QFE 
Glenda.simpson@hotmail.com 

Proofreader Scott - N6LEM 

CALENDAR 
 

Council Meeting - 4th Wednesday of the month 
                               Call Joe - WB6MYD (310) 328-0817 
 

Club Meeting -     3rd Thursday of the month 
                               @ 7:30 p.m. 

           
Club Nets -       W6SBA WEEKLY NET 
        Every Thursday @7:30pm 
       (except the night of club meetings) 
                                PVUSD EMERGENCY NET  
                                1st Tuesday of the month  
                                09:30 Hours on the W6SBA repeater 
  

TRW Swap Meet  Last Saturday of the month 
 

VE Sessions -   Contact Betty, N6VZF, with questions  
(sessions are held on the Northrop Grumman Campus) 

Social Event  -  Contact: Joe WB6MYD 
                      Phone: (310) 328-0817 
                      jmlanphen@gmail.com 

 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club Repeater 
 

224.38 MHz ·PL - 192.8 Hz Offset  -1.6 MHz  
(See Calendar for Weekly Net Times) 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 536 

Torrance, CA 90508 
W6SBA@arrl.net 

Website: http://www.w6sba.org 

 

South Bay Amateur Radio Club 
Post Office Box 536 
Torrance, CA 90508-0536 

Address Correction Requested 

TO: 

A COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION 

Via Zoom 
(look for email invite from 

jmlanphen@gmail.com a few days before) 

 


